PH) Don't feel like cooking on Thanksgiving? Outsource it to the experts. Taste 


T 
BRIAN DUGAN 


NAMED TAMPA’S 
NEW POLICE CHIEF 


Mayor Bob Buckhorn says 
he called the 50-year-old 
department veteran to ask 
him a simple question: “Are 
you ready to be chief of 
police, because I’m ready to 
offer you the job?” Dugan, 
who had been serving as 
interim chief, has been 

with the department for 27 
years. He said that he was 
surprised to get the call from 
Buckhorn. Local, 1B 


Walking out to 
support teachers 


About15 students at Straw- 
berry Crest High School 
walked out of their first- 
period classes to protest the 
Hillsborough County School 
District’s decision to deny 
scheduled pay raises for 
teachers this year. District 
leaders say they are trying to 
avoid layoffs by withholding 
the raises. Local, 1B 


Bass Pro Shops 
sells Brandon site 


Bass Pro sold its store at 
10501 Palm River Road for 
$28.6 million, according 

to Hillsborough County 
property records. But the 
store isn't going anywhere 
and customers should not 
experience any changes in 
operations, a company offi- 
cial says. Business, 4B 


One-woman show 
with skill, subtlety 


Stageworks Theatre's ver- 
sion of The Year of Magical 
Thinking is an exploration 
of grief that manages to be 
raw and refined at the same 
time. Etc, 2B 


Hurt turns to hype 
for USF women 
After piling up injuries last 
season, the basketball 
team’s dreams ended in 
the opening round of the 
NCAA Tournament. But this 
year, coach Jose Fernandez 
could have his deepest 
team in his 18 years on the 
job, as six of the top eight 
scorers return. Sports, 1¢ 


Trump sends 
N. Korea a warning 


Speaking in South Korea, 
President Donald Trump 
says that the United States 
will not be intimidated and 
will defend itself if neces- 
sary. World, 2A 


Shooter escaped 
mental health site 


Devin Patrick Kelley, who 
killed 26 people at a church 
in Texas, fled a mental health 
center in 2012 and got into 
trouble for threatening his 
superiors, police reports 
state. Nation, 2A 


>) IT 
Partly cloudy 


8a.m. Noon 4p.m. 8p.m. 
67° 79° 81° 74° 


10% chance of rain 
More, back page of Sports 


>) ) tar 
Follow the Buzz 


~ >a Stay up to date on 
(u$ the latest news and 
events related to 
Florida politics at 


tampabay.com/ 
florida-politics/buzz/. 
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Authorities responded shortly after noon Tuesday to a call of a 


A 


Since retiring, 
Roy Halladay 
10News wWTSP. coached 
youth ball in 


downed small aircraft. It landed in waters near New Port Richey. the area. 


BY ZACHARY T. SAMPSON, JOSH 
SOLOMON AND ANASTASIA DAWSON 


Times Staff Writers 


NEW PORT RICHEY — Roy 
Halladay, a former All-Star pitcher 
in the major leagues who became 
a beloved youth coach in Tampa 
Bay, died Tuesday when his plane 
crashed in the Gulf of Mexico. 

He was 40 years old. 

A resident in the Gulf Harbors 
neighborhood called authori- 
ties shortly after noon to report 


a small plane floating upside- 
down in the water about a quar- 
ter-mile west of Ben Pilot Point 
near New Port Richey, accord- 
ing to Pasco County Sheriff Chris 
Nocco. A rescue team recovered 
Halladay’s body in 6 feet of water, 
floating among mangroves and 
pieces of his plane. 

“The worst-case scenario hap- 
pened, and it just breaks our 
hearts,” Nocco said, calling Hal- 
» See CRASH, 10A 


x-star pitcher dies in plane crash 


The best, 
no less 


When it came 
to baseball, the 
two-time Cy 
Young Award 
winner's pas- 
sion and work 
ethic showed 
in all that he 
did. Sports, 1C 


Election day 


Kriseman retains 
city’s leadership 


Penny for Pinellas wins 
landslide approval and 
the 1-cent sales tax will be 
renewed for a decade. 


Women will be in the 
majority as two novices 
and a veteran win council 
seats in St. Petersburg. 


In arace that was at times 
ugly and set spending 
records, the current 
mayor beats a former one. 


CHERIE DIEZ | Times 
St. Petersburg Mayor Rick Kriseman takes the stage to celebrate his win at his watch party at Nova 535 on Tuesday. 


BY CHARLIE FRAGO AND ALLISON GRAVES 
Times Staff Writers 
ST. PETERSBURG 
here has never been anything in city 
history like Rick vs. Rick. 

For the first time in the strong- 
mayor era, two mayors battled each 
other for City Hall. They were veteran 
politicians who brought deep pock- 
ets, residual anger from the 2016 pres- 

idential election and their own animus for each 
other to this race. What resulted was perhaps the 
ugliest, and definitely the most expensive, may- 
oral race in the city’s modern history. The pri- 
mary was decided by just 70 votes, and after a 
Hurricane Irma-imposed break, the attack ads 
flew even faster. 

What would the general election be like? Turns 
out, not that close. 

Incumbent Mayor Rick Kriseman prevailed 
on Tuesday night, winning 51.6 percent of the 
vote and completing the comeback he started in 
» See MAYOR, 8A 


DIRK SHADD | Times 
Rick Baker addresses his supporters at 400 Beach Seafood and Tap 
House after falling short of his bid for mayor. His wife, Joyce, is at left. 


Kriseman’s win is achance to start over 


The crowd was chanting, a Tom Even more so than your first may- seemingly running side-by-side 
Petty song was playing and the re- oral victory four years ago. That the entire time. So take a bow. You 
elected mayor of St. Petersburg was election started you on anew path, deserve it. 
expressing heartfelt thanks from and this election will determine But also know this: 
the center of the stage. where you end up. You won the most votes, but you 


JOHN 


ROMANO This is what victory looks like. Where, in a real sense, everyone didn’t win as many hearts. 
jromano@ In another four years, we'll know ends up in St. Pete. Tm sure it hurts to hear that, but 
tampabay.com if it’s also what vindication looks You defeated Rick Baker on Tues- you probably knew it already. You 


like. day in a race that stretched from knew it when you turned a nonpar- 
This is your time, Rick Kriseman. spring to fall with the two of you » See ROMANO, 8A 


More coverage Read a wrap-up of Pinellas County elections, including results of Clearwater’s referendum. Local, 1B 


Deal 
behind 
Ybor 


pitch 


A new nonprofit is 
seen as the key to 
unlocking a possible 
Rays ballpark site. 


BY STEVE CONTORNO 
AND RICHARD DANIELSON 
Times Staff Writers 


TAMPA — From his cor- 
ner office on the 29th floor of 
a downtown skyscraper, Ron 
Christaldi can see the ware- 
houses in Ybor City that may 
one day become the Tampa 
Bay Rays’ ballpark. 

Christaldi now largely con- 
trols those warehouses. If 
everything goes as planned, 
he won't for long. 

Hillsborough County Com- 
missioner Ken Hagan recently 
unveiled his 
pitch to turn 
14 acres in 
Ybor City 
into a new 
home forthe 
Rays. The 
announce- 
ment 2 
came with Ron Christaldi 
another filed incorpo- 
revelation: ration papers 
a newly forSC 
formednon- Hillsborough. 
profit had 
acquired the rights to most of 
the land there and would hold 
it for the county until the Rays 
were ready to make a deal. 

Behind that nonprofit are 
two former chairmen of the 
Greater Tampa Chamber of 
Commerce — Sykes Enter- 
prises CEO Charles Sykes and 
Christaldi, a partner at the 
powerhouse Tampa law firm 
of Shumaker, Loop & Ken- 
drick. They have helped the 
county narrow the possibil- 
ities for what officials are 
now saying is the Rays’ hand- 
picked location for a Tampa 
ballpark. 

“Somebody’s got to stop 
talking about it and start fig- 
uring it out,” Christaldi said. 
“What Chuck and I realized is 
if we don’t take the risk, if we 
don’t step up, nobody does it.” 

Specifics of the agreement 
between the nonprofit and 
landowners there remain 
under wraps. Already, two 
county commissioners have 
questioned the secretive nature 
of ballpark discussions. 

“This whole thing has been 
done in a vacuum, behind the 
scenes, out of the sunshine,” 
Commissioner Victor Crist 
said. 

And for a board that saw its 
last big effort, transportation, 
derailed amid accusations of 
insider influence, its stadium 
aspirations are now tied to 
two well-connected business- 
men who negotiated an agree- 
ment that officials don’t know 
the details of yet. 

Hagan is not worried. 

» See YBOR, 10A 


